Adventures in the Field

Episode Guide

Episode 101 (TRT 28:18):

Canyoneering - We go off trail in the Columbia River Gorge with a group of canyoneers who show us how they rappel down hidden waterfalls and climb through steep, remote canyons in search of adventure.

Travel/Adventure

Train Mountain - 18 years ago, Quenten Breen began construction on Train Mountain, a place to ride small trains. Today, over 24 miles of track lies in this scenic countryside, making the Guinness Book of World Records’ longest hobby railroad in the world. See some of the meticulous reproductions, one-eighth the size of normal trains, and learn what future plans are for in store for this railroad fantasyland.

Travel/Trains

Birdathon! - We spend 48 hours on a non-stop, very unusual trip across Oregon in search of hundreds of different birds. It's like no bird watching trek you've ever seen. 

Wildlife

Episode 102 (TRT 25:04):

Invasive Species : The View from China - Carried over in cargo from China, invasive species such as Chinese mitten crabs, Asian green crabs and gypsy moths threaten the Northwest’s ecosystems. Dr. Sam Chan from Oregon State University leads his team to Beijing, Shanghai and Oregon’s sister province, Fujian, looking for global solutions to this growing problem.

Environment


Stand Up Paddle - Mark Erickson is a surfer at heart, but he leapt at the chance to try something new that combined the buoyancy of a surfboard with the stability of a kayak paddle. Stand-up paddleboarding is a new way to explore water, be it the urban waters of the Willamette River or the turbulent surf off of Pacific City. 

Travel/Adventure

Lewis’s Woodpecker - One of Oregon’s native birds, the Lewis’s Woodpecker, is also in trouble because of loss of habitat. We meet a woman who has made it her mission to help. 
Wildlife

Episode 103 (TRT 24:26):

Mt. Washington Climb - This has to be one of our most treacherous but beautiful climbs ever, as three climbers from Oregon State University ascend Mount Washington in the central Oregon Cascades. Using harnesses and ropes, they take us along narrow ledges and up sheer cliffs while trying to avoid falling rocks — it may be dangerous, but what a view from the top! 

Travel/Adventure

Dragonfly Watching - They are among the most colorful and diverse insects in Oregon and have been around longer than dinosaurs. Steve Gordon and Cary Kerst show us where to go to see odonates (dragonflies and damselflies). Their dragonfly walks are especially popular with kids, but adults also find them fascinating.

Wildlife

Kayak Fishing - Most people can't put the concept of kayaking and fishing together. But for one couple, it’s the only way to fish. The crew journeys to the waters off the beautiful Beverly Beach to see how these two kayak fishermen can get into areas that big boats can't and catch prized lingcod. 
Travel

Episode 104 (TRT 26:23):

Middle Owyhee River - Take a spectacular journey on a river rafted by only a handful of boaters each year. Why? Because it’s as difficult to get to as it is to run. Slicing through the steepest volcanic rock canyon in the country, the Middle Owyhee's whitewater is surprisingly rough. On this four-day trip, not everyone gets through Halfmile Rapid unscathed, so the group decides to make a grueling portage past Widowmaker, one of the most dangerous rapids in Oregon.

Travel/Adventure

Burns Round-up & Branding - The Rattlesnake Creek Ranch nears Burns still uses traditional cowboy skills to get the Spring branding done. We visit this weekend event as the old-timers pass their skills along to the next generation. 

Travel/Wildlife 

Episode 105 (TRT 26:23):
Storm Petrils - As many as 50,000 petrels nest in burrows on Saddle Rock Island off Crook Point, making them hard to reach and hard to study. They fly at night to avoid their primary predator, the seagull, and often range 200 miles out to sea in search of food for their young. But thanks to some dedicated University of Oregon marine biologists, we are learning more about a tiny bird and the amazing amount of energy it puts into raising its offspring.

Wildlife

Sumpter Train - Hop aboard one of Oregon’s only regularly operating full-sized steam locomotives for a historic tour through the beautiful Sumpter Valley. It’s a slow, smoky, noisy ride, taking passengers back in time to experience the sights, sounds and smells of train travel in the 1890s. 

Travel/Trains

Mt.Hood Kiwanis Camp - This decades-old summer camp for people with disabilities is set in Mount Hood National Forest. The camp emphasizes what the campers can do rather than what they can’t. Kids push their limits as they cross a raging stream balanced on a cable, canoe on Trillium Lake, ride the white water of the Deschutes River and much more. And they do it all with big smiles on their faces.

Travel/Adventure

Episode 106 (TRT 27:00):

Pronghorn Antelope - In 1996 the pronghorn were in trouble at Hart Mountain Antelope Refuge. Biologists estimated that coyotes were killing 80% of fawns and a plan to kill the coyotes was considered. Instead, livestock were removed from the refuge, allowing meadows and streamside vegetation to improve the forage for pronghorn. More favorable weather has also allowed the pronghorn to flourish. Now there are more than ever — some 2,400 — on the 280,000-acre refuge.

Wildlife

Wind Turbine School - We take you to a classroom three hundred feet in the air to learn all about wind turbines and what it takes to keep them spinning. As more and more wind turbines come on line in north central Oregon, Columbia Gorge Community College's Renewable Energy Technology program is training the local workforce to meet the need for skilled technicians who can repair and maintain these technological marvels.

Travel/Environment

Working Dogs for Conservation – It’s not easy for a researcher to find a single endangered plant in a huge field full of other flora. For a trained conservation dog, though, sniffing out a Kincaid's lupine is a breeze. 

Wildlife

Episode 107 (TRT 26:56):

Toad Crossing - Despite a general population decline for the Western Toad, in 2007, Lake Aspen in Sun River experienced a uniquely high toad emergence. As 400,000 baby toads set out for life as adults, their path leads them straight into deadly peril on roads and bike paths. The Sun River Nature Center enlisted an army of children to come to their rescue.

Wildlife

Cycle Oregon - Every year, Cycle Oregon brings two thousand people together to spend a week bicycling through Oregon. The ride is not a race, but it’s a challenge, with riders covering 50 to 70 miles a day for seven days straight. As Cycle Oregon turns 20, riders discuss the trip's goal of bringing urban and rural Oregonians together. The route avoids major cities, and sometimes doubles the population of a small town where riders spend the night.

Travel/Adventure

Return to Opal Creek - Salamanders, newts and the children who study them have all thrived in the Opal Creek Wilderness since Congress granted federal protection in 1996. See the transformation to the valley and to the old mining town at its center, Jaw Bone Flats. Opal Creek's Ancient Forest Center serves as a center of education and recreation 
as well as protecting this unique old growth forest in the Opal Creek watershed.

Travel/Environment

Episode 108 (TRT 25:16):

Wolf Eels - Wolf Eels, fierce-looking predators of the Oregon near-shore reefs, are bred in captivity at the Oregon Coast Aquarium, in Newport. The artificial habitat there mimics natural ocean conditions so effectively, two sets of mated wolf eels produced eggs. Watch aquarium scientists employ their considerable expertise and resources to see that the eggs hatch, and the young wolf eels survive.

Wildlife

Reptile Hunter - We follow reptile hunters Chris Rombough and Sarah Petrakis into the wilds of the Willamette Valley and the Columbia Gorge to see just how many snakes and other reptiles we can find. Their finds include a garter snake, gopher snake, racer, ringneck snake, western rattlesnake, and an alligator lizard. You may be surprised to see what’s hiding right along the trail. 

Wildlife

Saltmakers - See what it took for the men of the Lewis and Clark Expedition just to put a little salt on the table. In the winter of 1806, Lewis and Clark needed salt to preserve meat for their return trip. Their men had to boil seawater over a campfire in order to obtain their salt. 
Environment


Episode 109 (TRT 25:35):

Eagle Cap Extreme - Learn more about the Eagle Cap Extreme, Oregon’s only Iditarod qualifier. Mushers lead their teams through the Wallowa Whitman National Forest in one of two races either the 100 mile or the 200 mile. The crew accompanies the teams and along the way they become part of the story. 

Travel/Adventure

Umpqua Fish Watcher - Lee Spencer is a volunteer who spends his time watching over a unique pool, called the Dynamite Hole, on the Umpqua River that is a seasonal home to spawning Steelhead Salmon. He spends twelve hours a day at the river's edge to ensure poachers do not disturb this fragile environment. His work ensures the salmon can finish their treacherous journey up river to lay their eggs so that the cycle of life can continue into the future

Travel/Environment

Landsailing - A couple of do it yourself landsailers have created some unique crafts that are perfect for racing across the wide open desert of the Alvord. 

Travel/Adventure

Episode 110 (TRT 25:27):

Feral Pigs - The wild pigs invading parts of Oregon not only look dangerous, they are. They are vicious predators that are also doing a lot of damage to the land. We’ll show you what’s being done to try and control them, while profiling how state and private property owners are trying to control this invasive species. 

Wildlife

Yurt Skiing - There are no ski areas in the Wallowa Mountains of Eastern Oregon. So to ski some the finest powder in the western United States, folks have to be willing to hike a long ways. Join a group of adventurous skiers who are up to the task, especially since there's a cozy yurt camp waiting for them at the end of the day.

Travel/Adventure

Adventure Photographer - Meet Ben Moon, a photographer who is just as extreme as the athletes he photographs. Ben is an athlete and cancer survivor who photographs kayakers, surfers, snowboarders, and rock climbers. He braves all weather conditions and challenging conditions to capture realistic, close-up images.

Travel/Adventure

Episode 111 (TRT 25:11):
Return to Mount St. Helens - After three years of continuous eruption, Mount St. Helens has gone quiet but has not stopped changing. A new glacier has formed in the mouth of the crater and continues to expand. Scientists from the U.S. Geological Survey have deployed a variety of equipment, allowing them to constantly monitor this dynamic environment. Take a rare trip into the crater to see what scientists continue to learn from the Northwest’s most active volcano. 

Travel/Adventure

Ocean Acidification - The ocean is turning more acidic as CO2 emissions rise, and shellfish are struggling to survive in the more acidic sea.

Environment


Anthony Lakes Skiing - Visit a small ski area in the Elkhorn Mountains that only a lucky few know about — until now. Discover one of Oregon’s best kept secrets, Anthony Lakes Ski Resort. Located in Eastern Oregon's Baker County, Anthony Lakes offers one lone ski lift to those willing to make the trek. Those who do make the trek are rewarded with some of the best powder skiing Oregon has to offer. Anthony Lakes also offers a snow cat service for back country skiers.

Travel/Adventure

Episode 112 (TRT 26:39):

Sustainable Prison Project - In 2003, Evergreen State College and Washington State’s Department of Corrections began teaming scientists with inmates. In 2010, this successful alliance is taking on large-scale habitat and endangered species restoration projects with partners like the U.S. army. But the environment is not the only beneficiary; education, environmental awareness and sustainability practices are changing the culture of economy of the state’s corrections system. 
Environment


Fire Tower - Bill Friday comes from a long line of lookouts in Central Oregon. Living in a 15x15 foot shelter on the top of Green Mountain in the middle of the desert, Bill looks out for fires in the surrounding forest. Bill has been doing his job for over 40 years, reporting 2,500 fires since 1965, including 3 “storms of the century!” Although he’s passionate about looking out for the forest, is it possible that he’s protecting it too well?

Travel/Adventure

Boat Building - It takes an expert to build a traditional, seaworthy boat from scratch, right? See how a group of complete amateurs come together to hand-build a traditional style 12 person skin-on-frame “umiak” in just one week. 

Community

Episode 113 (TRT 27:17):

Wildcat Haven - We take you into a truly special place not open to the public. WildCat Haven is a rescue facility for exotic cats like the African servile, lynx and cougar. Cheryl and Michael Tuller opened WildCat Haven as a non-profit dedicated to educating the public about the consequences of keeping captive born wildcats. Wildcat Haven is a true rescue facility that does not breed or show their rescued cats. Their goal is to keep these cats in the wild.
Wildlife

Hut to Hut Biking – Oregon’s first hut-to-hut biking route is a doozy of a ride through the backcountry around Mount Hood. We follow the Bright boys who enjoy the scenery even as they struggle to stay on course. 

Travel/Adventure

Electric Drag Racing - Watch as John Wayland's electric car, the White Zombie, leaves high powered gas cars in the dust as Portland makes a home for the National Electric Drag Racing Association. John claims that his car is the world's fastest accelerating street legal electric car. See this 1972 Datsun time and time again take advantage of the electric motor's full torque in the first instant and continue to break world records. 

Travel/Adventure
